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�EW ZEALA�D CHI�ESE ASSOCIATIO� I�C
(CA�TERBURY BRA�CH) 
�������	
��

22 St Asaph Street, Central City, Christchurch 8011

May 2026 Newsletter 

NOTICE for Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

The Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Chinese Association (NZCA) Canterbury Branch 
will be held at 11 am on Sunday 17th May at the NZCA Hall, at 22 St Asaph Street. 
The meeting agenda will include:  

1. Annual Executive Reports 
2. Annual Financial Accounts and appointment of Financial Reviewer
3. Election for Committee members for 2026-27 
4. General Business

We warmly welcome and invite current members to attend. 

Election of Committee members

Members are invited to vote for committee members and the positions of:
President,Vice President, English Secretary, Chinese Secretary and Treasurer at the AGM. 
(as per Rule 17 of our Constitution). Voting is by attending the AGM in person.  

nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz

We invite you to bring family and friends to celebrate 

the traditional Jung Festival.

A selection of our chefs’ specialty dishes, including savoury 
and sweet jungs, will be served for lunch.

Date: Sunday 14th June 2026   Time: 12 noon 

Location: NZCA Canterbury Chinese Hall, 
22 St Asaph Street, Christchurch

Members – $10; Non-members – $20;� 
Students 12-15 years – $10
Under 12 years – Family donation appreciated.

All donations will be kindly accepted.

Please RSVP: by Sunday 7th June 2026
To help with catering purposes please email your name, 
numbers attending and a contact number to:� 
nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz or 
Online form: RSVP to Jung Festival Lunch or
Phone Rhonda 021 2590 745

Limited parking will be available at Hagley Community 
College (entry from Stewart Street).

Jung Festival Celebration Lunch
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2026 Annual membership subscriptions 

Thank you to all who have renewed membership and paid this year’s annual subs.

If you have not yet paid this year’s membership subscriptions, a reminder that the subs are now overdue, 
so please pay by Sunday 17th May or bring it along to the AGM to ensure continuity of your membership. 
The annual subscription fee is $15.00 for each member over 16 years old. An additional $5.00 fee applies to 
each new membership applicant, as well as to anyone whose membership has lapsed for more than one year. 

Please pay NZCA Canterbury Inc account: 03-0802-0003908-03 
with reference of your Full name, Renew/New Membership and a contact 

phone number.

For information regarding membership, including application forms, go to: 
https://canterbury.nzchinese.org.nz/about-us/membership 
or complete the online form via QR code and link below: 
NZCA Canterbury Membership application and renewal
or contact the Secretary, Rhonda Ding  
nzcacanterbury@nzchinese.org.nz .

The New Year of  

the Fire Horse begins

Thank you all for your massive contributions so 
far this year!  A galloping start to a very busy series 
of projects and events for the new Year of the 

Horse!
The events in February were fast and furious! 
For over two years, we have been preparing to 
ensure that we meet the new legislative requirements 
as an Incorporated Society, a not-for-profit member-
based legal entity, to ensure we reregistered with a 
compliant constitution. Thank you for your 
contributions during this process!
Thank you all who attended the Special General Meeting on 14 February to approve our new constitution, 
which enabled us to reregister!  That is a huge relief and a great start to celebrate the Chinese New Year of 
the fire horse!

Christchurch Lunar New Year  

Parade and Cultural Show  

14 February at Victoria Square 
This has grown to be the very much anticipated 
highlight event for our city to announce the start of the 
new Chinese Lunar New Year.  After the parade 
through Victoria Square, the cultural show on a large 
outdoor stage included performances from Qiao Yi Lion 
and Dragon Group, Ao Lan Dance group and other 
cultural groups.  
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Chinese New Year (CNY) celebration lunch – Sunday 1st March 

More than 270 members and friends attended our annual CNY lunch this year! With so many celebration 
events on, the catering teams have been stretched this year and we really appreciated that others were willing 
to step in to help with preparations before, during and after the celebration lunch!
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Consul General Madam He Ying visits NZCA

The day before our CNY lunch at the hall, Consul General Madam He 

Ying visited to meet our members who were making dumplings for 
the CNY lunch. It was very appropriate that Carolyn King presented 
an autographed copy of her “Por Por’s Cookbook” on our behalf to 
Madam He Ying. 

Lunar New Year at Parliament in Wellington on Thursday 19th February  
The annual event was hosted by Minister for Ethnic Communities Mark Mitchell who was key speaker along 
with PRC Ambassador Wang and NZCA National President Paul Chin.    
Cultural performances included lion dancing, a Spring Breeze�fan dance, an intergenerational showcase 
combining music, live painting of horses by respected artist Stan Chan and calligraphy to celebrate the Year of 
the Horse. 

https://www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz/news/
welcoming-the-year-of-the-horse-lunar-new-year-
celebrated-at-parliament 

Photo: Debbie Chin (Wellington), Fiona Shi (Nelson), Paul Chin (Waikato & 
National NZCA President), MP Nancy Lu, MEC Minister Mark Mitchell, Jenny 
Too (Immediate Past National President NZCA), Lois Yee (Canterbury & 
National VP), Richard Leung (Auckland), Eileen Ng (Whanganui), 
Mark Ngan Kee (National Treasurer), Leo Li (National Chinese Secretary)  
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2025 NZCA Academic Awards – 

applications close 17th May 2026

Students who have completed NCEA or equivalent 
International Baccalaureate or Cambridge 
International Examinations in 2024 and who qualify 
to apply, are invited to apply for the NZCA Academic 
Awards.   
More information is included on the first page of 
each of the on-line application forms.

Happy Chinese New Year Festival 20-21 February at Victoria Square

TThis is the third year that this event has been 
held in our city, and the second year at the 

Victoria Square location, to celebrate the Lunar 
New Year with fireworks, cultural performances, 
lanterns, market and food stalls.

Our immense thanks to Fran and her hardworking 
catering team for our popular food stall which had to 
put up early “sold out” signs each evening, and to 
Emmie for coordinating the teams of volunteers to 
help the organisers with smooth running of the two-
day event.

A big thank you to all our food stall volunteer 
helpers: Cindy Chan, Jane Gin, Wing Gin, Roger 
King, Lily Siow, Darett Lowe, Aki Tanaka, Leon Yee, 
Jenny Wong Yee, Karly Yee, Stefanie Yee, Fran 
Yee  and Marisa Yeung.

Also, a huge thank you to Leon Yee for use of 
special kitchen equipment, Jenny Wong Yee for 
donating waffles, and Eamon Joe for use of his van 
to transport food and equipment.

SUNDAY PICKLEBALL 

Notice of change of venue

Sunday Pickleball is now held at 
Hillmorton High School Gym, 
31 Tankerville Rd, Hoon Hay.

Time 1.30pm–3.30pm
Charge $5.  Equipment supplied
Car Park- near the Gym entrance

Contact person Rhonda 021 2590 745

Come along and give it a go! 
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76th Annual NZCA Sports Tournament and Cultural Event 2026

CCongratulations to Auckland branch for successfully 
hosting an impressive 76th NZCA Sports tournament 

and in creating a special unique weekend. Twelve sporting 
codes were offered including an unofficial popular growing 
sport, Pickleball, as well as incorporating cultural events with 
historical displays, personal stories shared daily by 
renowned Chinese speakers, a Mah Jong competition/
tutorial and various children activities for the young (Kids 
chill zone, mini olympics, mini disco, Bricks'4'kids lego 
workshop etc...) which were enjoyed by all!
Also, the traditional tournament Canteen fed the vast 
number of competitors over the weekend!
A sizeable team of 89 enthusiastic Canterbury participants, 
along with supporters, arrived in Auckland on Friday 3rd April 
to witness the Opening Ceremony of the 76th annual NZCA 
(Easter) Sports Tournament and Cultural Event 2026.  this 
was held at Auckland Trusts Area where the majority of 
sports were contested until the finals held on Monday 6th 
April.
Congratulations and well done to our winners: competing 
amongst considerable number of participants from Auckland 
(home-base) and Wellington:
The competitions were hard fought, 
competing amongst the larger branches.
• Pickleball (Unofficial) Womens Doubles Rose Cup winners: 

Linda Ding and Sandra Poh.
• Basketball: Under 17 Mens Canterbury ARK team winners against Auckland.
• Volleyball: Canterbury 2nd place in the finals against Auckland 
• Mens Relay: 3rd place Derek Kong, Owen Li, Chen Liu, Marcus Lim. (An excellent result considering the 

team came together on the day). 
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Thank you to Canterbury sport coordinators, 

coaches, and assistants for their outstanding 

effort managing teams, making it possible for 

Canterbury representation: 

Orion Chau, Adi Kilduff, Nadine King, Victoria King, 
Cheng Liu, Nathan Louis, Sonya Ng, Edmund Poh, 
Warren Poh, Ricky Wang, Derek Yee, Andrew Yuan 
and James Zhu. Your contribution, encouragement 
and support towards your teams, incited an 
awesome and memorable experience!
Check out the NZCA 76th Easter Tournament on 
Instagram: 
Auckland.Easter.2026 
Emmie King 

Canterbury Tournament Controller 
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How did it start?

IIt all began in Dunedin in 1947, 
when a group of Otago 
University students arranged a 

soccer match with friends from 
Wellington. The Otago students, 
led by the Ngan Kee brothers, 
Willie and Doug, put together a 
team of students and talented 
local Chinese boys to play the 
team from Wellington on 10th 
October 1947 in Dunedin, as part 
of the celebration for “Double 
Ten”, 10th October, the national 
day of Nationalist China. This 
soccer match was the catalyst for 
meetings held in Dunedin to 
discuss the possibility of running a Chinese sports 
tournament.
The following year over the weekend of 9-11 

October 1948, teams from Auckland, Hamilton, 
Palmerston North, Wellington, Otaki, Canterbury and 
Otago took part in a tournament in Wellington. Sports 
included soccer, basketball, table tennis and relay. A 
social and dance were also held. The sporting and 
social success of this event provided the format to 
future annual events to be held in rotation by the four 
main centres. 

In 1972, Christchurch was the host city of the 25th

NZCA Tournament which would be the final one to be 
called “Double Ten Tournament”.  The first event to 
be held over Easter weekend was in 1974, in 
Wellington.
Hence this highlight event has continued every year 

- except for a couple of years during period of Covid 
restrictions.  
The NZCA Annual Sports and Cultural Tournament 

is NZCA's premier event on the annual calendar 
which provides an opportunity for our members from 
all over the country to connect for sport, social, 
heritage, cultural and other recreational activities. 
As for the hosting branch, it is a golden opportunity 

for members to bring their ideas, talents and time to 

help with the mammoth job of preparation and 
planning to put on this multi-dimensional event! 

We are the hosts in 2027!

Our Canterbury branch will be hosting the 
77th NZCA Annual Sports and Cultural 

Tournament over Easter 26th – 29th March 
2027, in the Chinese New Year of the GOAT.  

As we all know, GOAT means “the greatest of all 
time” so with that in mind, and since Cantabrians 
know how to rise to the occasion, we aim to make 
this event the GOAT in terms of organisation, 
participation experiences for all ages!

To do this, we need all the 

help we can get!  

For example, in relation to individual sports, variety 
of socials, cultural performances, promotion, 
fundraising, catering, heritage events and assorted 
recreational activities.

We need you!

If you would like to know more about how you 

can help, please contact Lois Yee 022 564 7933, 

or other members of our Canterbury branch 

committee.  

The NZCA Annual Sports and Cultural Tournament
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Chinese Language Classes
Term 2: Sunday 3rd May – 5th July 2026 

Note: There will be no classes on King’s Birthday weekend (7th June)

Registration enquiries for children or adults contact:

Fran Yee 021 138 3663
fran.yee@yahoo.com for further information

Walking Group

Our Lifestyle walking group meets every Friday 
morning for an approximate one hour walk before 
having lunch, usually at a nearby cafe/restaurant.
We meet at various locations around Christchurch each 
week, so it is essential to be able to drive (although 
occasionally we do travel by bus).
These photos show our recent trip to Kaiapoi when 
most travelled by bus. It turned out to be a very good 
day and was enjoyed by all. 

Culture Galore, 21st March 2026

Culture Galore is a multicultural festival that 
celebrates our city's diversity with food, arts and 
crafts, and music and dance performances. It 
provides an opportunity for different ethnic groups to 
showcase their culture. The annual festival event 
has traditionally been held at Ray Blank Park in Ilam 
until this year when it was held at its new location in 
and around the Multicultural Recreation and 
Community Centre at Hagley Avenue. 
There were over 40 food stalls. NZCA Canterbury 
Branch sold Chinese food and snacks.
A special thank you to the volunteers who helped with our successful food stall fundraiser -
Cindy Chan, Lily Siow, Margaret Nicol, Aki Tanaka, Jenny Wong Yee, Alison Yee, Karly Yee, Jenny Yee, Peter 
Yee, Fran Yee and Marisa Yeung.
Also thank you to Bruce Chin for the use of the trailer to transport food and equipment.
Thank you to everyone who support us on these fund raiser events to fund raise towards our hall maintenance.
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Sunday
During school terms  

Tim Ng 021 263 0218
timsng5@gmail.com
Marisa Yeung 021 112 6265

May 2026

Easter 2027
To be held in Christchurch

Contact Lois 022 564 7933
and Emmie 021 2117441

                                 

Sundays 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Hilmorton High School Gym
31Tankerville Road, Hoon Hay
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